Radford Semele Parish Council
Environment report - May 2025

It's been a very busy year, with lots of exciting environmental projects underway in the
village:

Canal Access Project

After many years of campaigning by the Parish Council and FORGE (particularly Dave
Steele) the new ramp providing access from the village down to the canal is now under
construction. It will be an incredibly useful asset for everyone in the village, providing a
scenic, nature-friendly and safe route along the canal, and access into Leamington, for
pedestrians, cyclists, child buggies, wheelchairs and mobility vehicles.

Wildflower meadow and hedge creation

The meadow and hedge on the playing field was created in collaboration with Warwickshire
Wildlife Trust in November 2022. The first year saw an excellent selection of wildflowers;
however, last year the flowers were extremely sparse, possibly due to the excessive amount
of rainfall during late winter and early spring - the rain encouraged the grass to grow, which
then inhibited the growth of the flowers. We sowed extra Yellow Rattle seeds in late autumn,
which will hopefully help to keep down the grass this year. On a more positive note, the
hedge is looking extremely strong and healthy and will very soon provide excellent food and
shelter for birds and insects.

Telephone Box renovation project

A team of volunteers from the Parish Council, FORGE (Friends of Radford’s Green
Environment) and the village have been working hard since January on the renovation
project. Meeting up once a week they’ve sanded, primed and painted the whole box, inside
and out, and replaced the plastic windows with toughened glass. They are now in the
process of replacing the old, damaged door with a new one. Once the box is finished, a
decision will be made on how the village can get the most from its new community asset.

Flood defence

The Parish Council has been concentrating on improving the village’s flood defence by
working towards slowing down/capturing excessive rainfall so that it doesn’t lead to flooding
in The Valley and Valley Road and other areas of the village. Climate change has changed
weather patterns significantly during the past decade and we are now experiencing much
more heavy rainfall. The PC is liaising with WCC Flood Defence to clear congested ditches
and culverts, and we are currently talking with Flood Defence specialists from Walton and
Wellesbourne for further advice on water capture strategies.

The village newsletter

This year saw the successful launch of the village newsletter, combining information and
news from many of the key groups and organisations in the village into one publication.
Huge thanks to Dave Steele (FORGE) for all his work in getting this off the ground.

Town and Parish Council Reference Group meetings

Representatives from the PC attended bi-monthly online meetings hosted by WCC to
discuss key topics related to climate, the environment and community wellbeing. A great
opportunity to gain information on what’s going on within the county and get help and advice
from the speakers and the other parish councillors in attendance.

Footpath Group

The footpath group has been very active during the past year, clearing paths and stiles;
repairing way markers and reporting on damaged and leaning fences. New members are
always welcomed.



FoRGE activities

The village environment group has been extremely active this year - taking part in planting
trees; organising the immensely popular annual plant sale; lobbying for improvements to the
village bus service; helping to launch the village newsletter; helping to renovate the
telephone box; and supporting the no-solar farm campaign.

Clir Josie Sanderson



