RADFORD SEMELE PARISH COUNCIL

PLANNING ANNUAL REPORT MAY 2025

SOUTH WARWICKSHIRE LOCAL PLAN

The latest public consultation on a new Local Plan for the whole of Warwick
and Stratford Districts closed on 7 March 2025.

Radford Semele is not included in the list of strategic growth sites. However, a
significant part of the housing need in South Warwickshire will still be met by
development in and around existing settlements. In this context it must be
stressed that all the sites put forward in Radford Semele parish by developers
for residential development are still under consideration for the new Local
Plan.

The full list of sites is:-

- Land at Valley Farm for residential

- Land south of The Cricketers for residential

- Land at the rear of the Primary School for residential

- Land adjacent to the Canal, Offchurch Lane for residential

- Land south of Southam Road (opposite the Bovis development) for
residential

- Land at Fosse Farm, south of Southam Road for residential

- Land off Greenfield Road for residential

- Land off Greenfield Road for mixed use

- Land off Offchurch Lane/Church Lane for residential

- Land at The Fosse, Fosse Way for mixed use

- Land at Tinkers Close for residential

- Land West of Radford Semele (currently an area of restraint) for
residential



The sites at Fosse Farm and off Greenfield Road for mixed use have been
rejected. All the other sies listed above are still under consideration as sites
which could be developed.

Four sites - South of the Cricketers, Rear of the Primary School, South of
Southam Road and Offchurch Lane/Church Lane - currently have a green rating
as developable. The others have an amber rating. These ratings do not mean
that the sites will be developed but it means that they could be allocated for
housing, especially the sites with a green rating.

The consultation also includes possible sites for new settlements. One is on
land west of Ufton and is currently rated as less suitable. Another is between
Whitnash and the Fosse Way and is rated as more suitable.

The consultation has a section on renewable energy. Whilst the accompanying
map is not specific the shading on it suggests that at least part of the area
currently subject to an application for a solar farm is one of a large number of
sites considered potentially suitable for a solar farm. Alongside the consultation
a call for sites from those landowners interested in hosting solar farms has
been issued.

A review of the Green Belt which covers a large part of the area is also taking
place. This will be significant in deciding whether more land than before in the
north of Warwick district can be considered for housing allocations.

The revised National Planning Policies issued recently by central government
increase the number of new dwellings required in Warwick District; suggest
that there is more scope for development in Green Belt areas; and, envisage a
big increase in solar and onshore wind power.



The parish council submitted detailed responses on most parts of the Local
Plan consultation. Particular attention was paid to the section on the allocation
of housing growth. The parish council objected strongly to the continued
consideration of the sites within the parish put forward by developers. This
consideration is inconsistent with the stated policies in the plan to
accommodate development at strategic growth locations and at any new
settlements approved.

The section on renewable energy was also considered in detail. This is
important to the parish with the Fosse Way solar farm application currently
awaiting a decision by Warwick District Council.

Extensive comments were also made in relation to open spaces, the
environment, biodiversity and transport.

FOSSE WAY SOLAR FARM

An application to construct a Solar Farm and Battery Storage on land west of
the Fosse Way and south east of Radford Semele was submitted to Warwick
District Council on 15 October 2024.

At its meeting on 28 October 2024 the parish council resolved to object to the
application. The parish council’s objection included an independent review of
the applicant’s landscape submissions. It can be read in full on the Warwick
District Council planning website under the planning application W/24/1404.

The applicant submitted a number of further documents and representations
following the closure of the period for consultations with the public. These
representations appear to have led to the withdrawal of most of the objections



raised by statutory agencies. These agencies have now generally recommended
that conditions be attached to any permission which may be granted. A notable
exception is that the Warwickshire County Council Landscape Officer has
maintained her objection.

The parish council submitted a further representation in response to the new
material from the applicant having taken further advice from its planning and
landscape consultants.

The latest information is that the report is expected to be considered at the
May meeting of the Warwick District Council Planning Committee on 20/21
May 2025.

RADFORD SEMELE NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN

The Radford Semele Neighbourhood Plan was made by Warwick District
Council on 12 May 2021. This followed a referendum in which 97% of the votes
cast were in favour of the plan. The Plan is used in the consideration and
determination of planning applications in Radford Semele.

The plan sets out the village development envelope and includes policies to
protect key issues and features. These include green spaces; small open spaces;
the Area of Separation to stop coalescence with Leamington Spa and Whitnash;
and the protection of facilities, services and the character of the area.

As a new Local Plan is being prepared for South Warwickshire it is not realistic
to make changes to the Neighbourhood Plan at this time. However, the plan
remains consistent with the current Warwick District Local Plan and continues
to be an important planning document for the area of the parish.



Consequently, the Parish Council re-affirmed the importance of the
continuation of the current Radford Semele Neighbourhood Plan at its meeting
on 28 April 2025.

PLANNING APPLICATIONS

During 2024 twelve planning applications were submitted within the parish
boundaries. All were in relation to individual properties except the Solar farm
application to which the parish council objected and the revised application for
the new Canal Access which the parish council supported.

So far in 2025 two new planning applications have been submitted one of
which is for the erection of four dwellings in Offchurch Lane to which the parish
council has objected.

In 2024 12 planning applications were decided and so far six have been decided
in 2025 including two refusals on appeal.

The figures of decisions and applications each year differ because a number of
applications are decided in the calendar year(s) following the year in which the
application was submitted.

Dated 1 May 2025



