RADFORD SEMELE PARISH COUNCIL

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT TO THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
10" May 2025

In May 2024 | had the privilege of being re-elected as Chairman of Radford Semele
Parish Council for the period 2024 — 25.

| am now pleased to present my Annual Report.

On 27t June 2024 the Village playing field became the target for a group of
travellers who set up an unauthorised encampment virtually twelve months from the
date of the last visit. Entrance was gained by cutting the lock on one of our newly
installed bollards. Unfortunately we had no visual evidence of the perpetrators
removing the lock so the Police were unable to prove forced entry. The knowledge
that we gained in 2023, on how to facilitate their removal, proved to be extremely
useful. Warwickshire Police invoked their powers under Section 60 of the Criminal
Justice and Public Order Act 1994 and gave the trespassers notice to vacate the site
by 12:00 Sunday 30" June 2024. The Parish Council, as owners of the land, are
required to serve an eviction notice to all those camped on the field. Accompanied
by ClIr. Friar and two Police Officers, | delivered an eviction notice to each caravan
on the morning of Saturday 29" June. The travellers left the field during Sunday
afternoon. Once again we are indebted to our Police Safer Neighbourhood Team for
their prompt action and not forgetting WDC who arranged a clean up of the field first
thing on the Monday morning.

We now have bollards and a substantial gate at the point of entry which we hope will
deter a future incursion.

As reported last year the provision of an electronic pedestrian crossing on the A425
towards Crown Hill Gardens and the extending of the 30mph past the entrance to
the same estate remained unresolved issues. | am sorry to say that the position
remains the same. Warwick District Councillor, Becky Davidson, has recently
created a petition to lobby for the 30 mph zone extension.

A good news story, that is visible to all those travelling to, and from, Leamington, is
that work has finally commenced on building the canal access ramp adjacent to the
bridge on the A425. Many thanks to Dave Steele who, even during the last twelve
months, found it necessary to keep the pressure on the Canal and River Trust, to
ensure that deadlines did not slip by.

We have had quite a number of contentious planning applications in the Parish over
the last few years but none has created such a wave of vehement opposition as
W/24/1404, lodged with Warwick District Council in October last year, seeking to turn
appx. 247 acres of good farmland into a solar farm. An excellent Facebook page
was set up and administered by a local resident, Kate Pittel, who has worked closely



with ClIr. David Carter, Chairman of the PC Planning Committee, in formulating
objections to the proposal.

We believe the WDC Planning Committee is due to consider the application on 215
or 22" of May. Clir. Carter’'s Planning Committee report gives greater detail of the
work that has been undertaken.

ClIr. Carter, also in his report, gives an update on the consultation document known
as the South Warwickshire Local Plan. This also has the distinct possibility of
bringing more development to Radford.

The Government’s plan for Local Government Re-organisation is very much under
discussion at present. A likely consequence of this is that Warwickshire County
Council will become a Unitary Authority with the present five District and Borough
Councils ceasing to exist. This, understandably, does not sit well with those
Councils. Interim proposals were sent to Government in March, by the then
Conservative controlled County Council. Final submissions need to be forwarded by
November. Following the 15t May local election it is difficult to say what, if anything,
will be decided by November. Whatever the outcome we do know that there
could/will be an impact on Parish Councils.

The three Parish Council Committees have, as usual, been busy during the year. My
grateful thanks to the Chairpersons and members of those Committees. Their
achievements will be outlined in their own reports.

The Speedwatch Team, led by ClIr. Munn and the Climate Change and Green
Issues Agenda, led by ClIr. Sanderson have been very active and successful during
the year. They also have submitted individual reports. My grateful thanks to them
also.

My gratitude is also extended to District Councillor, Becky Davidson, for representing
the Parish Council during the year.

Following the local elections, held on 15t May 2025, our County Councillor, Wallace
Redford, failed to gain re-election.

Wallace has served our Council well for the last twelve years. Not only in our Parish,
but in the Ward as a whole, his wealth of knowledge will be missed. Wallace, on
behalf of the Parish Council and myself, | thank you for the years of service you have
given and wish you well in whatever the future holds in store for you.

| am, as always, extremely appreciative of the support and guidance that our Clerk,
David Leigh-Hunt, gives to the Parish Council and to me, in particular, in my role as
Chairman.

| offer my sincere apologies for any credits due that | have overlooked or for any
notable omissions.

Council, | table my report.
Clir. Stan Sabin

Chairman, Radford Semele Parish Council






