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RADFORD SEMELE PARISH COUNCIL 
2024/10 

DRAFT UNAPPROVED MINUTES 

 
A meeting of the Parish Council was held on Monday 24th February 2025 at 7.30 pm in the Community Hall, Lewis Road, 
Radford Semele.  
 

Participants: Cllr S Sabin (in the chair), Cllr D Carter, Cllr A J Dempsey, Cllr B Friar, Cllr O Lloyd-
Davies, Cllr Mrs J P Malin, Cllr R Munn and Cllr Mrs J Sanderson  

 
In attendance: WDC Cllr M/s Davidson, WCC Cllr W Redford, Mr David Leigh-Hunt (Clerk) and two 

members of the public 
 
Mr Owain Lloyd-Davies – The Clerk had obtained a brief bio from Mr Lloyd-Davies in advance of the meeting which had 
been circulated amongst the Councillors.  They unanimously agreed that he should be co-opted as a Councillor and he 
then duly signed the Declaration of Office in the presence of the Clerk.  
 

1.  Apologies for Absence and Declarations of Interest 
 

There were no Apologies for Absence and there were no Declarations of Interest  
 
2.          Approval of the Minutes of the Council meeting on 27th January 2025 

 
The Minutes of the meeting on 27th January 2025 were approved, subject to an amendment which had previously 
been lodged with the Chairman by Cllr Carter.  It was AGREED that the Minutes be approved subject to inclusion 
of this amendment by the Chairman and the Clerk before filing the Minutes; proposed by Cllr Munn and seconded 
by Cllr Mrs Malin. 
  

3. Matters arising from the Minutes of the Council meeting on 27th January 2025 
 
There were no matters arising from the Minutes not dealt with elsewhere in this meeting. 

  
4. Update on SpeedWatch  

 
Cllr Munn spoke to his written report.  The Chairman said he had not attended the WCC Police and Crime Panel 
meeting on 3rd February as he was led to believe that a Cllr on the panel would be raising the issue of 20mph 
enforcement with the Commissioner. He did, however, forward copies of relevant correspondence to members of 
the panel for their consideration. The Chairman observed the meeting via video cast. The 20mph enforcement 
issue was not actually discussed but the Commissioner was asked to report back to the next meeting of the 
Panel. The Chairman will attend the next meeting of the Panel on 13th March 2025. 
 

5. Update on traffic management issues  
 
The Chairman had outlined that, following a recommendations by WCC Cllr Redford at the last Parish Council 
meeting, the Clerk had written a carefully worded request to Mr Steve Smith, WCC, Director for Strategic 
Infrastructure.  A request that the speed limit boundary on the A425 adjacent to Semele Park be reviewed so that, 
hopefully, the strip of highway alongside Semele Park would then be subject to a 30mph limit (as opposed to the 
current 40mph limit).  The Clerk’s letter had passed via Cllr Redford to Mr Steve Smith and the Portfolio Holder, 
WCC Cllr Matecki; the net result was a negative referral back from Mr Smith and a member of his department, 
M/s Jo Edwards.  The core of their argument appears to be that a decision having been made as to this speed 
limit in this area it cannot be amended/reviewed.  WCC Cllr Redford expressed disagreement with this point of 
view and the Clerk said he knew of no legal requirement that inhibited the WCC officials from reviewing the 
position.  It was AGREED that the Clerk would write to the complainant lady from Semele Park to explain the 
outcome. 

6. Update on Section 106 and CIL issues 

a) The Clerk reported that he had received from the Canal and River Trust a template with the suggestion 
that this is utilised to form the basis of a contractual agreement between the Canal River Trust and this 
Council.  Cllr Friar expressed his doubts about its intent and its potential contents and the Clerk was of a 
similar opinion.  The Chairman expressed the view that it was not necessary to encapsulate the 
relationship between this Council and CRT by using this template as it was already recorded several 
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times (including in the Minutes of this Council) that this Council holds a fund available for CRT to cover 
expenses; the basis of this Council’s  procedure is governed by the Funding Letter signed by this Council 
with the District Council.  Cllr Friar agreed with the Clerk that the way forward was for this Council to pay 
over all or part of the funding (as appropriate) against specific items of expenditure incurred by CRT for 
which invoices could be produced.  Cllr Friar agreed with the Clerk’s opinion/advice that cheques etc 
should not be issued in advance to CRT for their expenditure and the matter should be dealt with by way 
of reimbursing them  up to the limit of the fund which this Council has in hand, whilst making it clear  
there is a ceiling to the fund held by this Council under the Open Spaces grant issued by WDC to this 
Council.  Cllr Friar reminded Council also that the Funding Letter required us to liaise with Helen Hancox 
of WDC on the progress of transactions so, in effect, WDC could monitor expenditure by this Council.  It 
was accordingly AGREED that the template be not proceeded with. 

b) The Chairman reported that he had had no further update from Janet Neale as to the general disposition 
of the 106 monies, under her function as keeper of records regarding receipts and payments out of 
Section 106 funds. 

 
7. Warwickshire County Council – update 

 
a) WCC Cllr Redford said he is no longer a member of the Conservative Association and therefore was not 

a member of WCC as a Conservative Cllr; until the elections expected in May, he will represent us as an 
independent Cllr.  He has not been nominated for the elections in May.  

b) It appears that Mr Ryan Machin who has been the contracts manager for Highways Dept has now taken 
up another position with WCC.  There will be a hiatus until his successor is in post, probably in April.  Cllr 
Redford will alert the Clerk when he knows the identity. 

c) Following the proposal originating with the Chairman of WCC, Cllr Mrs Izzy Seccombe, in her report to 
Government to approve the principle of a unitary authority her team had received a response from the 
Ministry to look into certain details.  The team are therefore working on a response to answer the 
Ministry’s queries; when this is published, Cllr Redford will send a copy to the Clerk. 

d) He said he wished to add he did not agree with negative reaction received to the Clerk’s letter on the 
speed limit and he thought the attitude of the WCC Officers on the subject was pedantic.  

e) He confirmed that, as soon as possible, WCC Highways will clean up The Valley as previously discussed.  
He said this is a certainty because he had paid for the work out of his personal Cllr’s fund.  Opinion had 
been received from WCC officers that responsibility for clearance of farming debris which is likely to fall 
into the ditch at The Valley was that of local farmers.  Cllr Redford said this is a common situation which 
is not alone to this parish; the practice is for the farmers to be requested to effect clearance and if they 
fail to do so WCC Highways will do the work and invoice the farmers.  

f) He said he had been campaigning to get Highways Dept to fill in many potholes featured on the 
roadways in his constituency.  An allocation of funds has been made for this purpose so he would expect 
potholes in our parish to come within its ambit. 

g) He used his delegated budget to cover the costs of the dropped kerbs required in this Parish and has 
access to a schedule of all the identified kerbs; he will send a copy of this to the Clerk.   
 

8. Warwick District Council – update  
 

a) WDC Cllr M/s Davidson said that WDC in conjunction with other district councils in the area were looking 
at options which might be an alternative to the WCC Unitary Scheme.  They hoped to prepare this for a 
response by November. 

b) The Clerk drew attention to an email he had received that appeared to relate to the above subject; the 
CEO of WDC, Chris Elliott, was delivering a Microsoft Teams presentation on Monday 3rd March 2025 at 
6pm.  It appears from the circular email issued that the public (inc Cllrs and Clerk) are able to join the 
meeting without prior registration.  The subject of the presentation is the Government’s White Paper on 
Devolution; the Clerk pointed out that, although this is not apparently a talk on the unitary policy of WCC, 
it is on a related subject. 
 
 

9. Financial Matters 
 

1) The bank reconciliation statement showed a balance of £153,668 in the investment account and 
approximately £2,100 in the community account.     

2) A number of payments listed on the schedule were approved.   
3) Cllr Carter spoke  in robust terms to commend the work of Christine Wilson in connection with the  Fosse 

Way Solar Farm project; the Clerk indicated that she did not wish to alter her hourly rate at present; Cllr 
Carter said that be that as it may he strongly recommended that an honorarium be paid to Mrs Wilson in 
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addition to the sum she had already received in recognition of the work she had done (particularly with the 
short deadline of the project set by WDC). It was unanimously AGREED that her honorarium should be £100.  
The general payments and this payment were proposed by Cllr Friar and seconded by Cllr Mrs Malin.  

4) Cllr Friar was not in good health; he said he had been delayed by that and also by technical difficulties with 
setting up the website details.  He thought it would be necessary to have an onsite meeting with Cllrs to look 
at the details of the scheme.  This will be pursued further. 
 

10. Correspondence 
 

The Clerk outlined a number of items of correspondence which he had dealt with since the last meeting: 
 

a. He had written again to the occupier of 9 Lythall Close as regards the branch overhanging from one of his 
trees onto the footpath at the rear of the property but had not received any response.  It was AGREED 
that the Clerk would write again. 

b. A Q&A form had been sent from SLCC to the Clerk about standards within the local council; the 
Chairman had completed the questionnaire and the Clerk had forwarded it to SLCC. 

c. The Clerk had received a return from HMLR with details of two Titles, one of which was properly 
applicable to the permissive path and the other to an adjoining site.  He was disinclined to purchase both 
Titles at a cost of approximately £50 each; some discussion ensued in which Cllr Friar calculated that 
approach could be made to HMLR to quote a cadastral number which he had obtained over the internet 
to request HMLR to identify which legal Title related to this number.  The Clerk had suggested that his 
way forward was to purchase from HMLR a copy of the file plan but not necessarily the Title of the owner.  
It was left on the basis the Clerk would pursue these options. 

d. The Clerk confirmed that he had lodged an application in respect of St Andrews Hall to apply for formal 
registration of the hall as a community asset. 

e. The Clerk had hand delivered a letter to the occupier of 55 Lewis Road to complain about the gravel 
dispersed from the property’s front drive onto the public footpath.  He had received a somewhat tart reply 
from the occupier who said he was a professor; this gentleman engaged in semantics as to this Council’s 
position on the grounds that it is not the lawful business of this Council to advise him how to deal with his 
driveway. 

f. A note had been received from the occupier of 11 Offchurch Lane, Mr Randall, as regards adjoining 
trees; Cllr Redford said the location of the trees indicated that it was the remit of WCC Highways to deal 
with this. 
 

 
11. Current Planning Matters  

 
Cllr Carter said an application had been received from Cornerstone in respect of an IT mast to be replaced in 
the vicinity of Pounce Hill; a previous similar application had not been pursued.  

 
1) W/24/1404 Fosse Way Solar Farm – The most recent information Cllr Carter had had was that there was

  a preliminary date for the Planning Committee to consider this on 28th February.  A report had been 
  received from WCC Highways via the Clerk; this stipulates the various conditions they would seek from 
  the developers and does not, on an outright basis, oppose the application. 

 

2) W/24/1532 – 11 Lewis Road; this has been granted 

 
3) W/24/1679 – 26 Southam Road; a decision is awaited 

 
4) W/25/0123/TP – The Moorings; a decision is awaited 

 
5) South Warwickshire Local Plan 

 Cllr Carter referred to an outline again on the South Warwickshire Local Plan; he summarised the position 
as not having reached any further determinations since his last report but he emphasised that despite the 
current Plan indicating a low key approach to this Parish, there were a number of potential sites for 
development which were listed that could be further pursued in a revision of the Plan – in all there are 
approximately ten sites in our area in respect of which planning permission for development might be 
granted in the foreseeable future 
 

6) W/25/0130 The potential development of land at the rear of 38 – 44 Offchurch Lane  

The Chairman had prepared copies of the site plan and other papers copied from the planning application 
and circulated bundles of these to the meeting.  The architect’s drawings indicate the building four self- 
build houses at the rear of 38 – 44 Offchurch Lane. The perceived access to these new dwellings is 
restricted with reference to waste removal, fire services etc, and the actual egress from the development 
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onto the public highway of Offchurch Lane and the potential traffic hazard. Cllrs agreed that we should 
forward an objection to the application. Cllr Carter will analyse the various points and file the appropriate 
response. 

 
 
12. Playing Field update 

Cllr Dempsey spoke to his tabled report; in looking into the cost of the children’s park as requested by a resident.  
A discussion ensued as to a request he had received in setting up a local football team; he stated in his report the 
applicant was previously refused permission as not being connected with the Village (the Clerk had corresponded 
with him).  The general consensus was that the position now was no different.  The opinion was also expressed 
that the existing changing room facility would not be suitable for the type of enterprise envisaged by this 
applicant. 
 

13. Report from the Community Hall  
 

Cllr Mrs Malin spoke briefly to her tabled report; The Clerk said that she had raised with him a few days earlier the 
question of reviving prostate testing sessions undertaken by the Graham Fulford Trust.  The Clerk had discussed 
it with Mr Fulford and his co-trustee a few days ago when they expressed an interest in taking it on if first Cllr Mrs 
Malin would supply them with her proposals.  They have a very busy schedule in any one year and the Clerk said 
from memory the last time we had the arrangement; the Trust visited every six months.  Accordingly, the Trust 
await hearing from Cllr Mrs Malin. 
 

14.        Report from the Sports & Social Club  
 

Cllr Mrs Malin spoke very briefly to her report and it is hoped that the Club will work with the Hall on an open day 
jointly.     
 

15.        Environmental Matters 
 

Cllr Mrs Sanderson spoke briefly to her tabled report on the most significant item being the welcome visit from 
WCC Highways to maintain the flood defence ditch in The Valley and Valley Road. 

 
16.        Telephone Box  
 

Cllr Mrs Sanderson said work was underway with the telephone box; things were progressing well.  She sought 
authority to obtain some white spirit and this was approved. 
 

17. Emergency Planning 
 

Cllr Mrs Malin said there was nothing specific to report.   
 

18. Footpath W123  
 
There were no developments.  

 
19. Any other business     

 
It was noted that the Chairman and the Vice Chairman will be working on arrangements to put in hand for the 
Annual Parish Meeting on Saturday 10th May 2025. 

 
20. Date of next Council meeting     
  

The next meeting will be on the 31st March 2025 as notice of this date has already been given, it is in fact not the 
last Monday in the month but the date has already been fixed.   This meeting closed at 9.20 pm. 

 
 
 
Signed……………………………………………….             Date ……………… March 2025 
Chairman of the Parish Council 
 
 
Counter signed…………………………………….             Date ……………… March 2025 
Clerk 


