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Radford Semele Parish Council Environment report – March 2025 
 

 

Maintenance of the ditch in The Valley & Valley Road 

Ryan Machin, Localities Officer at WCC, has now left his position; his replacement, Joe 
Northorpe, should be in place by the end of the month.   

The ditch in Valley Road is looking clear of debris; update on The Valley section of the ditch 
will be provided at the meeting. 

A representative from the Wellesbourne and Walton Flood Defence Group has agreed to 
come to Radford to provide advice on how we can reinforce our flood defences.  I haven’t 
heard back from him for a few weeks so I will chase this up. 

 

Ditch on Spring Lane 

Cllr Dempsey will liaise with Paul R to include the clearance of excess vegetation from the 
ditch along Spring Lane when he carries out the winter/early spring cut back on the playing 
field. 

 

Canal Access project 

Work is scheduled to begin in April.  The canal improvement notification signs have now 
been put up at the access point. 

 

Solar Farm 

The solar farm application has been assessed as a major application; no information yet on 
a date for the planning committee hearing.  Kate Pittel has advised that the solar farm 
objectors will be allowed four speakers, with each of them allocated three minutes (this is in 
addition to the PC and the DC). 

 

 

 

FoRGE activities 

Footpath Group 

Met up on Saturday 15th – cleared excess vegetation around the stiles leading up to the trig 
point; cleared a path past the trig point that was unpassable due to brambles; nailed two new 
signs to waymarkers to encourage dog owners to respect the surrounding farmland. 

 

Plant sale 

The annual plant sale is likely to start on May 17th, possibly in the Community Hall. 

 

Storage container 

The footpath group would appreciate any help with storage of their equipment once they lose 
the football changing room facility (possibly a metal storage container).  For further 
discussion. 

 

Leaning fences in the jitty 

The addresses of the two leaning fences will be sourced this week. 
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Bus Survey 

No further news. 

 

Newsletters 

The next round of village newsletters will be printed by the end of March and should be 
ready for circulation throughout the village during the first week of April.  

 

 

 

 
 

Cllr Josie Sanderson 
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Telephone Box renovation project 

The renovation project is progressing well.  The box has now been painted with both primer 
and red paint on the inside and the outside; the old frames that were removed from the door 
are being sanded down and repainted and the volunteer team will start reinstating new large 
frames and glass this week (the small frames and glass were left in place due to being in 
excellent condition).   John removed both the covers inside the box and found the following: 

 

 

 

 

He tested the connection and there is no power to the box at all; the only power that can be 
detected is from the old BT connection.  John thinks that we would need to request a BT 
engineer to come and remove all the connections, which would be expensive, so we have 
taken the decision for now to replace the covers and paint them red.   

The four Telephone signs were removed last week; thankfully the sign that was situated at 
the back of the box is in excellent condition and still has its original red lettering.  The 
volunteer team would like to propose that the three original signs, which are badly faded, are 
replaced by custom made signs with the word ‘Community’, which can be ordered from the 
official K6 website at £30 each; this would reflect the future life of the box.  The original 
Telephone sign could be retained in its original position on the back wall inside the box, but 
reversed, as a link to the box’s past. 

Red Telephone Box K6 CUSTOM TELEPHONE SIGNS 

The team would also like to order a tin of gold paint (£8.66) for the three crowns that are 

situated at the top section of the box.  The original K6 boxes all had gold crowns so this 

might be a nice addition. 

Red Telephone Box K6 - GOLD PAINT 125ML 

We will also require 32 new rivets to reinstate the old frames and windows into the new door 

frame (£3 x 4 packs). 

Red Telephone Box K6 WINDOW RIVETS X 10 INCLUDING RIVET CLIPS 

 

https://www.x2connect.com/Shop/K6/Signage/K6%20CUSTOM%20TELEPHONE%20SIGNS
https://www.x2connect.com/Shop/K6/Paint/K6%20GOLD%20PAINT%20-%20125ML
https://www.x2connect.com/Shop/K6/Windows/K6%20WINDOW%20RIVETS%20X%2010%20INCLUDING%20RIVET%20CLIPS
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A couple from the village very kindly sent us some photos of a telephone box renovation 

project that they were involved with in their previous village.  The pictures have provided 

some inspiration on how we could include a short history of Radford Semele at the top of the 

notice board, and how we could add a creative design to the floor section at some point in 

the future. 

 
 

 

 

Simon Cox, Director of Blackdown Growers, has offered to give a donation to the project.  

We were thinking that planters around the box might be a possibility. 

A request for ideas from the village residents on how we use the box in the future has been 

included in the next FoRGE News.   

 

 

 

Cllr Josie Sanderson 


